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scheme to hold an Irish Parliament and to get a supplementary Act
passed to relieve the worst of the grievances under the Act of Settle-
ment; James not only rejected the proposal as a subterfuge by which
the Act would be virtually repealed and Ireland would be lost to the
English Crown, but lent a favourable ear to those who hinted that it
would be well to remove the Lord Deputy. What James failed to do was
to make a general declaration of Irish policy, and, in particular, of his
intentions with regard to the Settlement; Clarendon had never ceased
to advise the King that Ireland could never be prosperous if steps were
not taken to allay the prevailing apprehension among the landed pro-
prietors that their lands would be taken from them. Possibly this advice
never reached James; he certainly did not act upon it. From Nagle's
Coventry Letter it appears that he had decided to issue such a proclama-
tion; probably Sunderland and Tyrconnel found means to prevent
him.1

1 King (pp. 162-63) is additional evidence that during his reign James was
firm against repeal; though King also says (p. 144) that the mission of Nugent
and Rice was successful.